Friday 11th December 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
I would like to start by thanking you all for your support of the school this term. It has been a
challenging time for everyone but with your help we have managed to have a really successful
term. Some year groups have been on school trips, we have provided remote learning for pupils in
self-isolation and for Year 5 whilst they all had to isolate recently, classroom learning and collective
worship has taken place in bubbles and outdoor learning has become much higher profile across the
school! Next week, we will be sending to each year group (Years 1-6) a link to a specially filmed carol
concert which you can watch together as a family with some festive food and drink at a time of your
choosing. You will also be able to forward the links onto friends and family as appropriate. The
children in Red and Blue Base are putting the final touches on their nativity show which is also being
filmed and will be shared as a link with parents next week. I would also like to say a huge thank you
to the POBS, particularly to Anna, Charlotte, Jess and Sophie for everything they have done to
support the school this term. The online raffle is shaping up to be fantastic, the BARTS bag (designed
by the absolutely amazingly talented Jim Le Fevre) is a MUST HAVE fashion item and the Mud Fest
campaign was enjoyed by many. But really importantly, these initiatives have also raised much
needed funds for our school and will make a huge difference to the children. THANK YOU. On
Wednesday 16th December - every child will watch an online Pantomime production of Cinderella
which the POBS have kindly agreed to pay for too.
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
This week in Collective Worship we have been looking at our value Trust. We have focused on how
those who we trust are the ones who can give us the best encouragement to persevere. In classes
we have been sharing words of encouragement with each other and discussing how it feels to give
and receive encouragement. Next week is our last week of term and we will be thinking about how
we have all ‘flourished’ this term by celebrating all our successes and achievements.
Our Vision
Inspired by Jesus’ promise in the Bible (John 10:10) “that they shall have life;
life in all its fullness”, we provide a caring learning community to enable
everyone to live happy, fulfilling lives and make positive contributions to our
world. Our vision for St Bart’s is to be an excellent school where outstanding
practice, personalised learning, social development and spiritual growth are
nurtured through a rich and dynamic curriculum which inspires every child
to achieve success.

EYFS
We have really been getting into the Christmas spirit in Early Years!
The children have been busy little elves, doing so many exciting and
creative activities, such as: making decorations for the classrooms,
creating paper craft snowmen and Christmas trees to name but a
few…The children have also produced some impressive Christmasthemed writing, including writing about the Nativity story. It is
absolutely fantastic to see the children practising and using their
phonics and tricky words so well, to help them to write. They are

also progressing steadily with their reading books. Keep up the good work children! In addition, the
children have been developing their singing and acting skills as they’ve prepared for our first ever
Nativity play on film! The children showed immense resilience during rehearsing and filming (a lot of
which was outside), and we are very proud of them! We’re also sure that you will enjoy watching the
video once it has been edited (courtesy of Mr Hollyer) and is ready for viewing! The children have
settled in so well during this term, which has been during unprecedented times for all of us, and we
are thrilled at their progress as a whole group. We would like to finish by wishing you all a very
Merry and restful Christmas!
KS1
Year one children have been busy this week learning how to write diaries. They have taken various
well known fairy tales and written a diary from the perspective of one of the characters. In maths
they have been ordering both numbers and objects, and learning how to identify missing numbers
on a number line. The children have been learning about the map of the world by working out where
Father Christmas lives and plotting his journeys around the world, which they have loved. They have
also been learning about the Christmas story and why Christmas is important to Christians. Next
week there will be plenty of Christmas activity and we will be finishing our memory boxes to round
off our topic. Year two have been continuing their learning about money in maths, and have
successfully progressed to adding and subtracting coins. RE has been a focus on angels and how the
angels announced the birth of Jesus. In English we have been
exploring how recipes are formulated and we have been writing our
own based on the story of George’s Marvellous Medicine. We have
also been busy with our big art project, which is a multimedia collage
involving layering different art techniques including marbelling,
painting, mark making and cutting. We are looking forward to
scientific experiments next week, investigating melting and observing
over time. The staff of Key Stage One would like to wish you all a very
well-deserved break and a wonderful Christmas holiday.
LKS2
As Christmas is fast approaching, the classrooms are decorated and we are all feeling more and
more festive. Before we fully immerse ourselves in the spirit and celebration of Christmas, Year 3
have continued to work really hard. They have finished writing descriptive historical narratives about
the eruption of Mount Vesuvius. Throughout this unit of work, the children have learnt how to use
figurative language and use feelings and emotions to connect with the reader. The children are using
paragraphs more confidently and the results of their hard work have been amazing to see. In maths,
we have continued with multiplication and division and the children need to know their 2x, 5x, 10x,
3x, 4x and 8x tables with corresponding division facts. In our Tremors topic, the children have made
structures that could withstand an earthquake and now understand how earthquakes and tsunamis
can occur - many were very pleased to find out that the UK is not situated on a tectonic fault line! In
year 4, it has been ‘innovate’ week and the children have been applying their learning from the
‘Road Trip USA’ topic. They received an email asking them to create a 2 to 3 week trip to the USA for
a family with 2 children, and applied their knowledge to design a bespoke package for the family
taking in US landmarks and visits to Native American Reservations. They had to stick to a budget of
£4000 and used an online Purple Mash brochure and other computer research to find prices for
accommodation and entertainment suitable for families such as theme parks and trips to Niagara
Falls. They kept a record of spending so that they could provide the Smith family with a budgeted
itinerary. In English, the children have completed their reports on the Iroquois people and then
focussed on grammar. This week they have been learning about determiners. In DT, they have
applied their knowledge from science of electric circuits to make interactive light up maps of the
USA. Both year groups have been practising for the Christmas Carol Video and have now recorded
this (I believe at the time of writing it is undertaking the editor’s cut) - a treat now awaits you all!

UKS2
Year 5 have done exceptionally well using Teams over the last 2 weeks. They have taken part in live
lessons and handed in many tasks online. The children have written cinquain poems about gems
and precious stones. Some have managed to record their voices performing them and video
themselves doing these. We have also begun to look at song lyrics in English and will be writing our
own songs when we get back to school. They have had great fun using Purple Mash to make
Christmas cards and Christmas animations and have managed to send 560 emails on Purple Mash
across the year group to wish each other a Merry Christmas. The children have made board games
based on Alchemy Island and are making 3D models of the island as an art project. They have also
begun our RE Christmas unit on light at Christmas time. Some children have managed to make
Christingles at home and posted photos of these up on Teams. We can’t wait to have you back in
school in Year 5! Year 6 have been getting into the festive spirit through studying the famous poem
‘Twas the Night Before Christmas and then writing their own Christmas poems inspired by it. In
maths, we have also worked on a range of Christmas focussed maths challenges and puzzles. Our
Frozen Kingdom unit is coming to an end with the children completing a set of innovative journal
tasks, including finding out about the phenomenon of Polar day and night, classifying Arctic birds,
researching into the Inuit and describing and labelling different Arctic landscapes. As part of science,
the children have continued work on classifying animals and have begun to design and make their
own models of a zoo – through using classification on how to layout the different enclosures. In RE,
we have studied the two accounts of the Christmas story as shown in Luke and Matthew and
compared them for similarities and differences.
SPORTY ST BART’S
Year 1 Bake Off - Our year 1 children had their very own ‘Bake Off’ down in the wildlife garden a few
weeks ago. Cupcake cases at the ready and using what they could find to decorate, the competition
was hard fought. There were layered cakes and a wide range of decorations. Who knew we had
dinosaurs hiding in the wildlife! Here are some examples and the three winning designs form
Norway class.

Run around the world - We have all been very busy completing our running as often as we
can. The children’s fitness levels are increasing. Our current total is 4801 miles which means
between us all we have managed to run from around the capital cities of the United Kingdom:
London to Edinburgh, Edinburgh to Belfast, Belfast to Cardiff, Cardiff to London. We have
then run from London to Oslow, Norway and we are only just over 600 miles short of
reaching Valetta the capital city of Malta. Can we make it by Christmas?
Playtime resources - To encourage the children to keep healthy by being active, the children had an
early Christmas present at the start of Advent. Each year group bubble had a set of new playground
resources to continue to encourage the children to be as active as possible. It has been amazing to
see the children coming up with new ways to use the equipment and to see the smiles on their
faces.
Active Advent - To tie in with our new resources and to continue the theme of keeping healthy by
being as active as possible we have been using Active Surrey’s Active Advent ideas. Each morning, a
new game is available for the children to play at playtime. With each game having a Christmas
theme, it has been great to see the children having fun.

WELL DONE ALICE!
Congratulations to Alice in Peru Class (Year 4). Alice has recently become a
published young writer! Her book review of Flyntlock Bones: The Sceptre of the
Pharoahs was published in this month’s issue of the children’s magazine, Scoop
ATTENDANCE
As we approach the end of the first term of the year the whole school attendance
has been excellent despite the difficulties we are all facing with coronavirus.
Every single year group's attendance is currently above 97%!
ADMISSIONS POLICY 2022/23 CONSULTATION
The Governors of St Bartholomew’s Primary School are holding a consultation in respect of a
proposal to amend the school’s admissions policy for the admission year 2022/23, with regard to the
criterion for admission on the grounds of ‘regular worship’. This currently requires regular
attendance at Church for period of twelve months and the proposal is to reduce this to six months.
More details regarding this proposal and how to respond to the consultation can be found on the
Admissions page of the school’s website using the following link
https://www.stbartholomews.surrey.sch.uk/2806/admissions
EXTRA-CURRICULAR/AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
We are pleased to confirm that following the recent After School Clubs parental survey, we will be
running a limited number of clubs from next term. Further information including how to book will be
emailed out shortly. Thank you.
YEAR 6 MATHS BOOSTER CLUB
There will be no Y6 SATs booster club next week due to it being the last week of term. The next one
will be on Monday 11th January. Thank you.
PARKING
May we once again politely remind parents to please park considerately when dropping off and
picking up your child/children from school before an accident occurs. We are without a crossing
patrol at present at the junction of Derby Road and High Lane, and therefore extra care should be
taken when crossing on foot. Parking is not allowed on school grounds unless by prior arrangement.
A MESSAGE FROM THE LIBRARY
After the success of this year's Summer Reading Challenge we want to encourage
children to visit their local library and keep reading over the Christmas holidays.
So, with the help of Cressida Cowell, we’re running a Christmas mini-challenge on
the Summer Reading Challenge website between 12th December and 6th January.
Children simply read three library books over the Christmas holidays, update their
profile with the books they have read and earn a virtual badge as a prize.
Plus there will be a special Christmas competition too!
HASLEMERE FOOD BANK
The Haslemere Food Bank are now concentrating on a special distribution for Christmas and are in
need of the following items please;
Christmas Puddings (400g), Family Christmas Cakes, Boxes of Fancy/Chocolate Biscuits, Tins/Boxes
of Sweets/Chocolates, Bags of Nuts, 6-Packs of Crisps, Pringles and Sets of Christmas Crackers.
The Food Bank always requires staple foodstuffs although they can only handle tins, packets or jars
(in small/medium sizes please). They also need washing up liquid and basic toiletries.

A reminder that POB’S will be in the school car park on Wednesday 16th December at drop off and
pick up collecting donations for delivery to the Food Bank. Any items you wish to donate after this
date can be dropped off at the local drop-off points below;
* Haslemere Methodist Church - Wednesdays and Fridays 10am till-12 midday
* Tesco - Haslemere
* Waitrose - Haslemere
* Fernhurst Village Stores
* Chiddingfold: Roberts Stores, Petworth Road

LUNCHES
The catering staff are providing a hot takeaway lunch for children There’s a choice of main or
vegetarian and you can make your choice using the following codes: M=Main V=Vegetarian. The
menu is a 3 week rolling menu and is emailed on a weekly basis.
For pupils in early years, year 1 and year 2, we would kindly remind you that lunches should be
booked through your Scopay account in advance. There is no charge for the lunch, but numbers
are required by the catering staff to enable them to make their orders.
Years 3-6 should also be booked and paid for IN ADVANCE, the cost of lunches are £2.40 per day,
£12.00 per week and should be made in advance through your Scopay account .
Thank you for your attention to this.

Yours faithfully,

Charles Beckerson
HEAD TEACHER

