Friday 13th November 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
Despite a national lockdown in the outside world, life at St Bart's remains happy and industrious!
Since returning from Half Term the children have all become engrossed in new learning which, in
some cases (Year 2!) has been INCREDIBLY MESSY!
https://stbartholomew.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Year-2-Curriculum-Map-AutumnTerm-2.1881366461.pdf?t=1577109961
We observed a minute's silence on 11th November in memory of those
who fought and died at war for our freedom.
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
This week in Collective Worship we have been looking at Remembrance
and making poppies in class. Mr Beckerson set us each six small
challenges thinking about the needs of others before our own, such as
making a new friend or letting someone go ahead of you in the line,
which we have enjoyed having a go at. Next week we look at our school
value ‘Believe’ linked to forgiveness and how we should put past hurts
behind us.

Our Vision
Inspired by Jesus’ promise in the Bible (John 10:10) “that they shall have life;
life in all its fullness”, we provide a caring learning community to enable
everyone to live happy, fulfilling lives and make positive contributions to our
world. Our vision for St Bart’s is to be an excellent school where outstanding
practice, personalised learning, social development and spiritual growth are
nurtured through a rich and dynamic curriculum which inspires every child
to achieve success.

EYFS
We have had an exciting, colourful, busy week in Early Years, learning all
about the festival of Diwali. The children have enjoyed listening to the story
of Rama and Sita, which is linked to their topic. They’ve also had lots of
creative fun making a variety of Diwali-themed decorations, such as: paper
lanterns, clay diyas, salt dough, oil pastel and glitter Rangoli patterns. We
are really pleased and impressed at how well and how enthusiastically the
children continue to work each day to learn and practise writing their new
phase 3 sounds. On Wednesday, the children marked Remembrance Day
with a reflective and respectful 1 minute silence. The children had also
made some lovely poppies to recognise this important event. To end the
week, we began to think about Christmas too! Having listened to the
Nativity story, we have now allocated roles to the children, in preparation
for our first ‘Virtual’ Christmas Presentation…more details to follow soon!
KS1
In Year 1 we had an outdoor learning day which was a day to remember as the children toasted
marshmallows on an open fire and made an enormous log star filled with golden leaves on the
ground. We have started work on our new English topic, the book The Paper Dolls and next week the
children will be writing their own version of the story. In maths we have been continuing with
subtraction, which will continue into next week with missing box equations. RE has been learning
about the Bible and we were delighted with the special books the children brought in to compare
with the special book that Christians use. Our topic Memory Box is proving very interesting to the
children with them making a timeline of their own lives this week and next week investigating how
toys have changed over time. It has been a mucky, messy, mixture week in Year2! What a WOW
morning we all had to introduce our new topic. The children investigated gloop, shaving foam,
cooked spaghetti, jelly and paint. They made bubbles and bubble prints, painted leaves and mixed
coloured water. Playdough was celebrated in a wide variety of shapes. The highlight was playing
with water beads. Pictures of our morning can be found in Teams…be sure to have a look! We have
also started to read ‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’ as a class book. We are enjoying the language of
Roald Dahl and learning to answer questions about what we have read, describe characters and
make predictions about what will happen next. In Maths, we have been learning about column
subtraction and exchanging a ten stick for ones when crossing tens. Our PSHE topic is ‘Healthy Me’.
We had an introduction assembly and we learned our new song, ‘Make a Good Decision’. It was
great fun to be able to sing again! We discussed what makes a good leader in RE. In English we have
been learning about the past tense. We also practiced different sentence types through a ‘Teach
Active’ lesson outside. We wrote different types of sentences for pictures. We had to hop skip and
jump to in teams which we all enjoyed very much! It was a fabulous week and we are all excited
about what is coming next!

LKS2
Year 3 started the new half term with a science week all about plants. The children have questioned,
investigated and observed what plants need to grow well. This week, they have started their
‘Tremors’ topic, finding out about different types of rocks and classifying them into groups. In
English, they have written fabulous volcano poems using descriptive language. In maths, they have
continued their learning on addition and subtraction and in PSHE they have been thinking about how
to be healthier in our new topic, Healthy Me. Year 4 have had a fantastic start to their new topic,
‘Road Trip USA’. They launched the topic by using the orienteering course on the field to discover
the initials, names and associated Native American tribes of 14 of the 50 US states before going back
to the classroom to locate them on maps. Mr Avenell followed this up with an illustrated talk to the
children about his own US road trip, telling them all about the journey he took with his wife along
Route 66, starting in Chicago and ending in California. In music, Mr Beckerson introduced the
children to the song ‘Route 66’ in a lesson in which they learned about the pentatonic scale. They
have also been introduced to the sights of New York and created algorithms for a tour on a map of
the Big Apple, taking in famous landmarks and places to visit in the city that never sleeps. They are
reading ‘The Indian in the Cupboard’ by Lynne Reid Banks as their book for the topic. In science, they
have identified appliances that run on mains and/or battery power in the Pennsylvania Hotel in
Manhattan, made simple series electrical circuits, identified circuits which will and will not light a
bulb and drawn circuit diagrams using symbols for the components. In PSHE, the ‘Healthy Me’ topic
focuses on establishing healthy relationships.

UKS2
As always, it’s been a very busy couple of weeks up at the top part of the school. Year 5 had a virtual
tour of Mubarak Mosque in Tilford via zoom yesterday and the children were able to ask questions
about Mosques and the Islamic religion. It was a great session that all of year 5 really benefitted
from. They have also begun their Alchemy Island topic with a visit from the Alchemist, solved a
riddle and looked at a map and key. In computing, we have taken photos of portals and manipulated
them using paint software. We have also begun to create a soundtrack for an alchemist using
Audacity or Garage Band. In English, we have described fantasy landscapes and are writing a fantasy
story on Alchemy Island which we arrived at through our portal. In maths we have been working on
statistics, line graphs, tables and time (please note lots of children could do with some extra support
on time at home). We will be beginning multiplication and division at the end of the week. In
Geography, we have looked at the human and physical features of a map, contour lines and 6 figure
coordinates on Alchemy Island. In science, we have investigated separating mixtures and reversible
and irreversible changes and in music we are creating jingles to persuade the gate keeper to let us
into Dragon Vine Towers. Let’s hope we succeed! In RE, we have been learning all about the mosque
as a place of worship for Muslims and in PSHE we are learning about the effects of smoking and
alcohol. It’s been very busy in Year 6 too. The children are really enjoying their new Frozen Kingdom
topic and have used atlases and Google Earth to compare the similarities and differences between
the Arctic and Antarctica. As part of science, they have researched into a polar creature of their
choice and created fact sheets about them. They have also learnt how animals can be classified using
a standard system. In history, the children learnt about the dramatic and tragic events of the Titanic

and what life was like for the 3 different classes on board the
doomed ship. In English they wrote letters from the perspective
of different characters staying in the different classes and have
recently planned and begun a narrative writing piece which has
their researched animal as the central character. The children have
also enjoyed finding out about the Inuits and have done some
Inuit-inspired artwork using marbling and block printing. The
highlight for both year groups has been the outdoor learning day in
which the children had to solve puzzles and make pictures and
sculptures from natural materials.
SPORTY ST BART’S – LOVING THE OUTDOORS
Rosy cheeks and happy faces were the order of the day as the sun shone on our two National
Outdoor Learning Days last week. The children all had a fantastic time. Activities included: burning
Guy Fawkes, toasting marshmallows, blindfolded problem solving, making campfires, symmetrical
art, creating wooden tile pictures and loving nature art. We all fully embraced the theme of ‘Loving
the Outdoors’ and the smell of bonfire filled the air!

KS1 STAR MARK AWARD
We have been awarded a 1 Star Mark in recognition of our PE provision in KS1.
This is a great achievement especially in the light of such a challenging year.

HASLEMERE FOOD BANK
We would like to continue to support Haslemere Food Bank and flyer attached with this email gives
a list of wanted items. However we are currently unable to accept your donations in school, please
see below alternative local drop-off points;
* Haslemere Methodist Church - Wednesdays and Fridays 10am till-12 midday
* Tesco - Haslemere
* Waitrose - Haslemere
* Fernhurst CEEGEES shop, Vann Road

ATTENDANCE
Please remember to arrive punctually for school each day as this ensures that children can enter
school with the children their bubble safely and reduces their contact with other children and other
staff from around the school. Teaching your child the importance of being on time is also a key life
skill. If your child arrives after the class has gone in, they must enter through the office so that they
can be marked in.
SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS – EARLYBIRD REMINDER
Following Pret-a-Portrait’s recent visit to take school photographs, we just wanted to remind you
that the early bird deadline for you to receive a 25% discount on the school pictures finishes next
Wednesday 18th November. If for any reason you have lost your original viewing instructions please
don’t worry. Please email the school office and we will be able to forward the viewing number that
you will require to order photos directly from the Pret-a-Portrait website.
ST BART’S UNIFORM
Our school uniform supplier ‘Clova’ are currently offering a click and collect service all through the
second Lockdown period. Parents can order online; www.clovahaslemere.co.uk and collect from
Clova between 12.30 and 3pm Monday-Saturday.
RUCK SACKS AND BOOK BAGS
A few children are currently bringing into school their own ruck sacks and we would like to politely
remind parents that ruck sacks and book bags are part of our school uniform and children should
only use ones with the school logo on. These items are available to purchase via Scopay, priced at
£10.00 per book bag (for Years R-2) and £12.00 per ruck sack (for Years 3-6). Please may we kindly
request that if your child has keyrings attached to their bags that these are removed other than 1
small one.
LOST PROPERTY/SECOND HAND UNIFORM
Lost property will not be kept on school premises - Please name all school uniform items so they
can be easily returned to your child. Wanted uniform items can be found at The Link, future pick up
dates are to be confirmed. Un-named non-uniform items will be given to charity/recycled. For
Years 3-6 only; please name all snack boxes so they can be returned to your child.
FAMILIES MAGAZINE
We're pleased to be able to send you the Nov/Dec Families Magazine. It is
packed with local Christmas events and also has many resources and ideas for
Christmas crafts, cooking and more to help you and your family enjoy Christmas time.
You can read the magazine via http://bit.ly/FamMagNovDec2. We hope you enjoy it!
LUNCHES
The catering staff are now providing a hot takeaway lunch for children as the packed lunches have
now stopped. There’s a choice of main or vegetarian and you can make your choice using the
following codes: M=Main V=Vegetarian. The menu is emailed on a weekly basis and if we would
request please that choices are made over the weekend for the following week to allow the catering
staff to place their orders for delivery. The cost of lunches for children in year 3–6 are £2.40 per
day, £12.00 per week, and should be made in advance through your Scopay account and any
outstanding lunch payments should be made by 1st November.

Yours faithfully,
Charles Beckerson
HEAD TEACHER

