Friday 5th November 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
I'm sure many of you will be enjoying fireworks and a bonfire night over the
weekend. I hope you will have an enjoyable time with friends and family.
The teachers have all spoken to their children in school today about firework
safety. It's been a great start to the second half of the Autumn term and we
are beginning to look forward to Christmas. More information will come out
soon but it won't be long before your children come home practising Christmas
songs in readiness for their Christmas performances. It's also very exciting
that we will be holding our first Sunday afternoon Christmas Fair on 12th
December where there will be carols and lots of festive fun. Please put the
date in your diary if you haven't already done so. On Saturday 13th November,
we will be holding an open event at our Music School - we'd love to see you
there and it would be excellent if you could help us to spread the word as we
are really hoping to welcome more students. To book your free lesson in
advance, please visit; www.themusicworks.uk/free-lesson-haslemere
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
This week in Collective Worship we have been looking at Justice and seeing the whole story, linked to our
school value 'Respect'. We discussed the phrase 'jumping to conclusions' and making sure we have all the
facts before we make a decision. Have you ever jumped to conclusions or not taken in to account the
whole story? Next week it is Remembrance and the children will be involved in Remembrance activities
before sharing some of their contributions with the school. We will be looking at the story of the poppy
and why we wear one.
Our Vision
Inspired by Jesus’ promise in the Bible (John 10:10) “that they shall have life;
life in all its fullness”, we provide a caring learning community to enable
everyone to live happy, fulfilling lives and make positive contributions to our
world. Our vision for St Bart’s is to be an excellent school where outstanding
practice, personalised learning, social development and spiritual growth are
nurtured through a rich and dynamic curriculum which inspires every child
to achieve success.

EYFS
Red and Blue base have been learning all about Bonfire Night. They
have made Firework artwork by splattering paint and glitter onto
paper. They have enjoyed making paper sparklers and rockets from
cardboard tubes. They have made a 'bonfire' in the garden and
toasted pretend marshmallows. The giant pumpkin was very exciting
and the children enjoyed using the screw driver and screws on it to
strengthen their hands. Outside in the garden, the children made a
conker run and painted a giant firework picture. They also used saws
carefully to cut some pumpkins. The children have now learnt all of
their phase 2 sounds and are learning to blend them together to read
words. Please continue to practise these with them at home.

KS1
Year 1 have all made a good start back after half term and it has
lovely to see their smiling happy faces. This week they have been
talking and writing about their half term adventures using time
conjunctions such as 'first', 'next', 'then' and finally'. In Maths we
have introduced them to the new concept of subtraction and have
practised jumping back one number at a time using a number
line. We have had some wonderful autumn weather, with frosty
mornings, perfect for our autumn walks around the school
grounds, searching for lots of different coloured leaves to use
during art. They have also produced some wonderful art activities
based on bonfires and fireworks. Our new topic for this half term
is 'Memory Box'. The children will be comparing what life is like for them now compared to when you as
parents were age 5 and their grandparents age 5. I'm sure they will have lots of questions to ask you! Today
we learnt all about Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot, and made some colourful if not messy fireworks
art! Next week we will immerse ourselves fully in our new topic and also find out about Remembrance Day
and the significance of poppies.
Muck, mess and mixtures were celebrated this week in Year 2 as we launched our new topic! We enjoyed
manipulating and experiencing the textures of spaghetti, jelly, gloop, shaving foam and playdough. We
used paint in different ways to make leaf prints, finger paintings and bubble paintings. Remembering our
colour mixing skills from making our rock pools, we experimented with food colouring, pipettes and water
to make different coloured water. We also experimented with clay and were surprised to find how it
changes when mixed with water. We have started our new class book, 'George's Marvellous Medicine',
and relished Roald Dahl's description of George's horrible grandma. As mathematicians, we have been
tackling adding and subtracting two digit and one digit numbers, crossing tens! Ask us about how we
'exchange' ten ones for a ten stick or exchange a ten stick for 10 ones, to help us do this. Quite a few of us
discovered that we need to do a bit more work on learning our number bonds for all numbers up to 10 and
then to 20! In RE, we have been discussing how the Bible can be a 'lamp unto the feet and a light unto the
path', for Christians. Our games skills are really improving as we continue to practise throwing, catching,
dribbling with hands and feet and bouncing a ball on a racket. To top off our week, we have delved into
history to find out about why we have 'Bonfire Night' and who Guy Fawkes was. We have learnt what is
meant by having to do what the king says no matter what. We have learnt what is meant by 'treason',
'plotting' and 'gunpowder' and decided that we are very glad we live now, when we have a chance to vote
and a less violent system of punishment! Looking forward to the weekend, we have reviewed how to keep
safe during our own 'Bonfire Night' celebrations. All of the Year 2 team wish our families a happy, safe
evening!

LKS2
This week, year 3 have launched into their Mighty Metals topic. They have started a new class book 'The
Iron Man' and have been looking at some of the writing techniques Ted Hughes uses so that they can learn
about the ways authors create imagery and tension. Mighty Metals looks at the different forces that
surround us and the children have planned and carried out an experiment thinking about the best fabric to
wear to be able to travel the fastest down a slide. The children have thought about what makes a test fair
and used a stopwatch to record their results. These results have then been turned into a data table using

MS Excel and bar graphs and pie charts have been created to show their results in a different way. In other
science sessions the children have learnt about a lever and know the words fulcrum and pivot. In maths
the children have continued with their learning based on addition and subtraction and have started to
move on to using the column method. It has been great to welcome the children back to school this week
and although we are all disappointed in the change of plans regarding our visit - we are all very much
looking forward to our visit to Lion Green.
Year 4 have been really enjoying starting their new topic Road Trip USA. During
the topic the children will be taking an imaginary trip along the famous Route 66,
learning lots of history and geography on the way. The children were given a
good flavour of the trip to come when Mr Avenell visited Y4 and talked to the
year group about the Route 66 trip that he once took, accompanied by photos
of places such as Chicago at the start of the journey to San Francisco at the end.
The highlight of the week was doing an orienteering course around the school
grounds in which the children had to find 14 US states, with their corresponding
abbreviations and Native American reservations. Back in the classroom, we then
used atlases to locate the 14 US states along with many of the other ones.
The children’s writing this week has been focussed on New York, researching
into all the great places to visit there and has culminated in writing a postcard
from the city.

UKS2
Year 5 have had a busy week back at school. We enjoyed our engage experience
with a visit from an alchemist and some outdoor learning using riddles and
clues to solve a puzzle. We have also had a fantastic trip to Mubarak Mosque in
Tilford where the children were able to ask lots of fantastic questions and learnt
a lot about Islam. In computing we have manipulated pictures of portals and
also made magical sound tracks. In English we have been writing descriptions
of fantasy settings and in maths we have been learning about line graphs.
Year 6 have had a fascinating time of late. We have started our new topic,
"Frozen Kingdom" and been learning all about the Arctic and the Antarctic in
Geography. Ask your child about the differences between the two places. We
have been thinking and talking about the doomed voyage of the Titanic. The
children are writing letters as if they had been people on board the vessel - one
in first class and one in third class. In maths we have been learning how to
multiply fractions by integers, and fractions by fractions: what is 3/6 x 7?
What is 3/5 x 2/3? In RE we are studying Hinduism, thinking about sounds
and symbols of that religion and what they mean to Hindus.

COOKERY
Year 6 were using fresh, seasonal courgettes and tomatoes in their recent cookery session and today Year
3, Mexico class created their very own Mexican feast!

SPORTY ST BART’S
Even though the cold weather is now upon us, we still continue make use of our wonderful outdoor areas
by holding PE lessons on the field and playgrounds. With this in mind please may we remind parents to
make sure your children have a PE sweatshirt and jogging bottoms in school at all times as part of their PE
kit. It may also be a good idea to include a spare pair of socks as they can often get soggy feet during their
outdoor lessons during the inclement weather!

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS
Your child should have come home with their viewing cards this week
with the unique sitting ID to be able to order photographs.
Orders placed by 15th November qualify for a 25% early bird discount.
If you do not have a sitting ID please contact the school office who will
be able to give this to you.

REQUEST FOR OUTDOOR TOYS!
We are currently looking for donations of any unwanted ‘outdoor’ toys for the Key Stage 1 playground. We
would extremely gratefully to receive any dolls, dolls pushchairs/prams, balls, space hoppers etc. No rideon toys this time though, thank you.

ST BARTHOLOMEW’S CHARITY TRUST FUND
Further to recent information sent to all parents we would like to remind you to visit our new ‘Just Giving’
page to set up a monthly donation which aims to raise the funds we need to maintain and improve our
existing infrastructure and capital improvements to our building.
If you are already an existing donor on Virgin Money Giving please remember to transfer to our new Just
Giving page by 30th November as Virgin Money will be closing down. Thank you for your generosity to the
school.
Please click to donate DONATE HERE . We need support from as many parents as possible to continue our
success and all donations are greatly appreciated.
LUNCHES
There’s a choice of main or vegetarian meals and you can make your choice using the following codes:
M=Main V=Vegetarian. The menu is a 3 week rolling menu and is emailed on a weekly basis.
Please make your choices before Monday morning for the week in order for accurate numbers to be
passed to the kitchen. For pupils in Early Years, Year 1 and Year 2, we would kindly remind you that
lunches should be booked through your Scopay account in advance. There is no charge for the lunch, but
numbers are required by the catering staff to enable them to make their orders. Years 3-6 should also be
booked and paid for IN ADVANCE, the cost of lunches are £2.45 per day, £12.25 per week and should be
made in advance through your Scopay account. Thank you.
Yours faithfully,

Charles Beckerson
HEAD TEACHER

