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What should I know by the end of this learning? Examples of questions: 

Experiment with choosing and creating sounds to 
accompany a chant or song. 
 

Which instrument can create sounds to represent 
another planet? 

Contribute to the creation of a class composition. How will you play the instrument to create sounds that 
represent another planet? 

 Can you copy this rhythm? Help children play a rhythm 
correctly by matching it to a spoken phrase or 
sentence. 

 Should we play loudly or quietly to accompany this part 
of the song? 

 How can the conductor help us perform our class 
composition? 
 

 
  

What should I already know? 

Year R EYFS 
ELG16: Children sing songs, make music 
and dance, and experiment with ways of 
changing them. 
ELG17: They represent their own ideas, 
thoughts and feelings through … music. 

What will I learn next? (Year 2) 

Make simple compositions by choosing/controlling pulse, 
rhythm and melody. 
Use computer technology to create compositions. 

The National Curriculum: 

 experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-
related dimensions of music. 
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What should I know by the end of this learning? Examples of questions: 

Make simple compositions by choosing and 
controlling pulse and rhythm. 
 

Will the tempo of your pulse be fast or slow? 
Can you compose a rhythm that you and your friends 
can play confidently and accurately? Help children play 
a rhythm correctly by matching it to a spoken phrase or 
sentence. 
 

Make simple compositions by choosing and 
controlling melody. 
 

Can you teach your partner a short melody? 
Can you change a melody you already know to create a 
new one? 
 

Use computer technology to create compositions. Could use Charanga composition grids. 
Children to create their own symbols to notate their 
composition. 
 
 

 
 

  

What should I already know? 

Year 1 
Experiment with choosing and creating 
sounds to accompany a chant or song. 
Contribute to the creation of a class 
composition. 

What will I learn next? (Year 3) 

 
Compose music in pairs and make improvements to their 
own work. 
Create music that describes contrasting moods/emotions.  
Create an accompaniment to a known song.  
Use ICT to support the production of compositions. Record 
their own ideas of their compositions. 
 Perform long and short sounds in response to symbols. 
 

 

The National Curriculum: 

 experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-
related dimensions of music. 
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What should I know by the end of this learning? Supporting ideas: 

Compose music in pairs and make improvements 
to their own work. 

 

Can another pair of children give two stars and a wish 
about their composition to another couple of children? 

Create music that describes contrasting 
moods/emotions.  

 

How can the tempo of the music create the mood? (e.g. 
Slow tempo for a sad mood) 
Which pitches/duration of notes will you use to create 
a sad emotion in the music? 
 

Create an accompaniment to a known song.  
 

Create an ostinato (repeated rhythm) on tuned or 
untuned instruments to accompany a known song. 
 

Use ICT to support the production of 
compositions. 

Could use Charanga composition grids. 
 

Record their own ideas of their compositions. 
Perform long and short sounds in response to 
symbols. 

Children to create their own symbols to notate their 
composition e.g.: 
 

 
 

 
 

  

What should I already know? 

Year 2 
Make simple compositions by 
choosing/controlling pulse, rhythm and 
melody. 
Use computer technology to create 
compositions. 

What will I learn next? (Year 4) 

Compose music in pairs and make improvements to their 
own work. 
Improvise simple tunes based on particular notes such as 
the pentatonic scale. 
Create textures by combining sounds in different ways. 
Create descriptive music in pairs or small groups. Use ICT 
to support the production of compositions. 
Identify melodic phrases and play them by ear. 
 
Record their own ideas of their compositions. Play and 
sing phrases from musical or other notation. 
 

 
 
 

The National Curriculum: 

 improvise and compose music 
for a range of purposes using 
the inter-related dimensions of 
music 

 use and understand staff and 
other musical notations 
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What should I know by the end of this learning? Supporting ideas: 

Compose music in pairs and make improvements 
to their own work. 

Can another pair of children give two stars and a wish 
about their composition to another couple of children? 

Improvise simple tunes based on particular notes 
such as the pentatonic scale. 
 

A major pentatonic (five note scale) is formed by 
choosing the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 5th and 6th notes of a 
major scale. So in the C major pentatonic 
scale includes the notes C, D, E, G, A.  

Create descriptive music in pairs or small groups.  
Create textures by combining sounds in different 
ways. 
 

How can the tempo/dynamics of the music help 
describe your theme? 
Do you think a thin or rich texture would be most 
effective for your descriptive music? 

Identify melodic phrases and play them by ear. A repeated melodic phrase in a chorus could be singled 
out. 

Use ICT to support the production of 
compositions.  

 

Could use Charanga composition grids. 
 

Record their own ideas of their compositions. Play 
and sing phrases from musical or other notation. 

 

Children to create their own symbols to notate their 
composition which show rhythm e.g.: 
 
 

 
  

What should I already know? 

Year 3 
Compose music in pairs and make improvements to 
their own work. 
Improvise simple tunes based on particular notes 
such as the pentatonic scale. 
Create textures by combining sounds in different 
ways. 
Create descriptive music in pairs or small groups. 
Use ICT to support the production of compositions. 
Identify melodic phrases and play them by ear. 
Record their own ideas of their compositions. Play 
and sing phrases from musical or other notation. 
 

What will I learn next? (Year 5) 

Compose music in pairs and make improvements 
to their own work. 
Identify and control different ways percussion 
instruments make sounds. 
Play accompaniments with control and accuracy. 
Use ICT to support the production of 
compositions. 
Explore, select, combine and exploit a range of 
different sounds to compose a soundscape. 
Record their own ideas of their compositions. Play 
and sing phrases from musical or other notation 
and write their own. 

 
 

 
 

The National Curriculum: 
 improvise and compose music for a range 

of purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 

 use and understand staff and other 
musical notations 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What should I know by the end of this learning? Supporting ideas: 

Compose music in pairs and make improvements 
to their own work. 
 

Can another pair of children give two stars and a wish 
about their composition to another couple of children? 

Identify and control different ways percussion 
instruments make sounds. 
 

How would you have to play the triangle/drum to 
create sound of a longer duration? 

Play accompaniments with control and accuracy. Which notes can accompany your melody? 
What is the best rhythm to accompany your piece? 

Explore, select, combine and exploit a range of 
different sounds to compose a soundscape. 
 

What sort of texture of music will represent your 
soundscape the best? 

Use ICT to support the production of 
compositions. 
Record their own ideas of their compositions. 

Could use Charanga composition grids. 
 

Play and sing phrases from musical or other 
notation and write their own.  

Children to use musical notation to notate their 
composition which show rhythm e.g.: 
 
 
 

Know the names of the note values. 
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What should I already know? 

Year 4 
Compose music in pairs and make improvements to 
their own work. 
Improvise simple tunes based on particular notes 
such as the pentatonic scale. 
Create textures by combining sounds in different 
ways. 
Create descriptive music in pairs or small groups. 
Use ICT to support the production of compositions. 
Identify melodic phrases and play them by ear. 
Record their own ideas of their compositions. Play 
and sing phrases from musical or other notation. 

What will I learn next? (Year 6) 

Compose music in pairs and make 
improvements to their own work. 
Create different effects using combinations of 
pitched sounds.  
Use ICT to support the production of 
compositions. 
Record their own ideas of their compositions. 
Sing songs and play instruments with staff 
notation as a support. 

 

The National Curriculum: 

 improvise and compose music for a 
range of purposes using the inter-
related dimensions of music 

 use and understand staff and other 
musical notations 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What should I know by the end of this learning? Supporting ideas: 

Compose music in pairs and make improvements to 
their own work. 
 

Do you need to make improvements to the rhythm by 
rehearsing more slowly? Is the melody at the right pitch 
for you to be able to sing it accurately? 

Create different effects using combinations of 
pitched sounds.  
 

Will the texture of your music be made from different 
melodies, rhythms or a combination? 

Use ICT to support the production of 
compositions. 

 

Could use Charanga composition grids. 
Garage Band 
2Beat 
2sequence 
2explore 

Record their own ideas of their compositions.  

Sing songs and play instruments with staff 
notation as a support. 

Children to use musical notation to notate their 
composition which show rhythm e.g.: 
 
 

 
Know the names of the note values and recognise 
rests 
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What should I already know? 

Year 5 Compose music in pairs and make 
improvements to their own work. 
Identify and control different ways percussion 
instruments make sounds. 
Play accompaniments with control and accuracy. 
Use ICT to support the production of compositions. 
Explore, select, combine and exploit a range of 
different sounds to compose a soundscape. 
Record their own ideas of their compositions. Play 
and sing phrases from musical or other notation and 
write their own. 

 

What will I learn next? (Year 7) 

Improvise and compose; and extend and 
develop musical ideas by drawing on a range 
of musical structures, styles, genres and 

traditions.  Use staff and other relevant 
notations appropriately and accurately in a 
range of musical styles, genres and traditions. 

The National Curriculum: 

 improvise and compose music for a 
range of purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 

 use and understand staff and other 
musical notations. 


