
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Curriculum: 

 listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high-quality 
live and recorded music. 

 
What should I know by the end of this learning? 

Examples of questions: Concentrate for a short time on a range of high quality 
live and recorded music.  

What instruments could you hear/see? Respond with feelings, preferences and simple 
description. 

How does this music make you feel? Which 

song/piece of music do you prefer? 

Recall and remember short songs.  
 

What did the music make you think about? Did it 

remind you of a story/picture/colour? 

Respond physically when appraising music e.g. through 
dance. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Curriculum: 

 listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high-quality 
live and recorded music. 

 
What should I know by the end of this learning? 

Examples of questions:  

What instruments could you hear/see? Why 
did they choose the x for this music? 

Concentrate on a range of high quality live and 
recorded music.  
 

How does this music make you feel? Can you 
explain why you like/dislike this music? 

Respond with understanding to the music with 
description of what they are hearing. 
 

How does the music make you imagine the ocean? 

How did the composer use dynamics? 

Recall and remember songs with a more complex 
structure e.g. verse and chorus. 
 

 
  

St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School- Music Knowledge Organiser 

Year 1 NC Area- Listening 

St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School - Music Knowledge Organiser 

Year 2 NC Area- Listening 

What should I already know? 

Year R (EYFS) 
ELG16: Children sing songs, make music 
and dance, and experiment with ways of 
changing them. 

What will I learn next? (Year 2) 

Concentrate on a range of high quality live and recorded 
music.  
Respond with understanding to the music with description of 
what they are hearing. 
Recall and remember songs with a more complex structure 
e.g. verse and chorus. 
 

What should I already know? 

Year 1 
Concentrate for a short time on a range of high quality live 
and recorded music.  
Respond with feelings, preferences and simple description. 
Recall and remember short songs. 
Respond physically when appraising music e.g. through 
dance. 

 

What will I learn next? (Year 3) 

Listen to high quality live and recorded music drawn 
from different traditions, and from great composers 
and musicians.  
Pick out and hum melodic phrases from the music. 
Identify how a mood/character is created by music 

and lyrics. 

 

Pick out and hum melodic phrases from the music. 

 

Identify how a mood/character is created by music 

and lyrics. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Curriculum: 
 

Examples of questions: 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory 

 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers 
and musicians  

 

What instruments could you hear/see? Why did they 
choose the x for the main melody?  

How does this music make you feel? What do you like 
the most/least about this music? Why? 

What choices has the composer made to help the 
music describe x? 

What should I know by the end of this learning? What style of music is this? 

Listen to high quality live and recorded music 

drawn from different traditions, and from great 
composers and musicians.  
 

Why do you think the music of this composer has 
become famous? 

Pick out and hum melodic phrases from the music. 
 

What patterns did you notice in the music? 

Identify how a mood/character is created by music 

and lyrics. 

How has the composer created the mood/character 
through their use of instruments/dynamics/pitch? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Curriculum: 
 

What should I know by the end of this learning? 

 develop an understanding of the history 
of music 

Discuss the features of what makes the music of that 
particular era.  

Name musical instruments from the past such as lute 
from Medieval times. 
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St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School- Music Knowledge Organiser 

Year 3 NC Area- History of Music 

What should I already know? 

Year 2 
Concentrate on a range of high quality live and 
recorded music.  
Respond with understanding to the music with 
description of what they are hearing. 
Recall and remember songs with a more complex 
structure e.g. verse and chorus. 
 

What will I learn next? (Year 4) 

Listen to high quality live and recorded music drawn 
from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians. Recall melodic and 
rhythmic phrases. 
Identify how moods and textures are created by 
music and lyrics. 

 

What should I already know? 

Year 2 
Concentrate on a range of high quality 
live and recorded music.  
 

What will I learn next? (Year 4) 

Discuss the features that make the music of that 
particular era. 
How instrumental techniques and music can recreate the 
feel of an era. 
Investigate musical instruments from the past. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Curriculum: 
 

Examples of questions: 
 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory 

 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers 
and musicians  

What instruments could you hear/see? Why did they 
choose the x for the main melody?  
 

How does this music make you feel? 

What do you like the most/least about this music? 
Why? 
 

What should I know by the end of this learning? What choices has the composer made to help the 
music describe x? 
 

Listen to high quality live and recorded music 

drawn from different traditions and from great 

composers and musicians.  

What style of music is this? 
Why do you think the music of this composer has 
become famous? 
 

Recall melodic and rhythmic phrases. What patterns did you notice in the music? 

Identify how moods and textures are created by 
music and lyrics. 
 

How has the composer created the mood/character 
through their use of instruments/dynamics/pitch? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Curriculum: 
 

What should I know by the end of this learning? 

 develop an understanding of the history 
of music 

Discuss the features that make the music of that 
particular era e.g. choice of instruments or vocals, 
genre. 

How instrumental techniques and music can recreate 
the feel of an era. 
 

Investigate musical instruments from the past. 

 
  

St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary school - Music Knowledge Organiser 

Year 4 NC Area- Listening 

St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School - Music Knowledge Organiser 

Year 4 NC Area- History of Music 

What should I already know? 

Year 3 
Listen to high quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions, and from great composers and 
musicians.  
Pick out and hum melodic phrases from the music. 
Identify how a mood/character is created by music and lyrics. 

What will I learn next? (Year 5) 

Listen to high quality live and recorded 

music drawn from different traditions 
and from great composers and 
musicians. 
Recall melodic and rhythmic phrases. 
 

What should I already know? 

Year 3 
Discuss the features of what makes the 
music of that particular era.  
Name musical instruments from the past. 

What will I learn next? (Year 5) 

Discuss the features of what makes the music of that 
particular era, focusing on particular aspects of music such 
as texture and rhythm. Discuss how the music was used in 
the past such as to dance to, formal ballet and popular 
culture. How choice of instruments creates the feel of the 
era. 

e.g., violin from Baroque period. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Curriculum: 
 

Examples of questions: 
 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory 

 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers 
and musicians  

What instruments could you hear/see? Why did they 
choose the x for the main melody?  

How does this music make you feel? Is this what the 
composer intended? 

What do you like the most/least about this music? 
Explain why. 

What should I know by the end of this learning? What choices has the composer made with regard to 
instrumentation, timbre, dynamics to help the music 
describe x? 

Listen to high quality live and recorded music 

drawn from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians. 

 

What style of music is this? What time period do you 
think this music is from? 
Why do you think the music of this composer has 
become famous? 

 

Recall melodic phrases. What patterns did you notice in the music? 

Recall rhythmic phrases. 
 

How has the composer created the mood/character 
through their use of instruments/dynamics/pitch? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Curriculum: 
 

What should I know by the end of this learning? 

 develop an understanding of the history 
of music 

Discuss the features of what makes the music of that 
particular era, focusing on particular aspects of music 
such as texture and rhythm. 

Discuss how the music was used in the past such as to 
dance to, formal ballet and popular culture. 

How choice of instruments creates the feel of the era. 
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St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School - Music Knowledge Organiser 

Year 5 NC Area- History of Music 

What should I already know? 

  Year 4  

Listen to high quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers and 
musicians. Recall melodic and rhythmic phrases. 
Identify how moods and textures are created by music and 
lyrics. 

 

What will I learn next? (Year 6) 

Listen to high quality live and recorded 

music drawn from different traditions and 
from great composers and musicians. 
Listen to longer pieces of music and identify 
features. 

 

What should I already know? 

Year 4 
Discuss the features of what makes the music 
of that particular era. 
How instrumental techniques and music can 
recreate the feel of an era. 
Investigate musical instruments from the past. 

What will I learn next? (Year 6) 

Discuss the features of what makes the music of that 
particular era, focusing on particular aspects of music such 
as texture and rhythm. Discuss different genres of 
“classical” music such as Expressionism. Talk about how 
choice of instruments and vocal techniques can recreate 
the sounds of that era. 

Explain the influence of historical events on music. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The National Curriculum: 
 

Examples of questions: 
 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers 
and musicians  

What instruments could you hear? How does the 
texture/pitch/sound of that instrument compliment the 
music? 

What word best describes this music? Why did you 
choose that word? 

If you were to write a script that this music would 
accompany, what would the script be about? 

What should I know by the end of this learning? What choices has the composer made to help the 
music describe x? 

Listen to high quality live and recorded music 

drawn from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians. 

Where in the world do you think this music comes 
from? What makes you think that? 
Why do you think the music of this composer has 
become famous? 

Recall and recreate melodic and rhythmic 
phrases. 

Can you tap the rhythmic pattern that is repeated in 
the music? Can you hum the melodic pattern? 

Listen to longer pieces of music and identify 
features such as instrumentation, tempo, 
dynamics, pitch, texture, structure. 

 

How has the composer created the mood/character 
through their use of instruments/dynamics/pitch? After 
listening to this composer’s works, how might you 
describe this composer just by listening to his/her 
music? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Curriculum: What should I know by the end of this learning? 

 develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 

Discuss the features of what makes the music of that particular era, 
focusing on particular aspects of music such as texture and rhythm.  
 

Talk about how choice of instruments and vocal techniques can recreate 
the sounds of that era. 

Discuss different genres of “classical” music such as Expressionism. 

Explain the influence of historical events on music. 

 

St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School - Music Knowledge Organiser 

Year 6 NC Area- Listening 

St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School - Music Knowledge Organiser 

Year 6 NC Area- History of Music 

What should I already know? 

Year 5  
Listen to high quality live and recorded 

music drawn from different traditions and 
from great composers and musicians.  
Recall melodic and rhythmic phrases. 

 

What will I learn next? (Year 7) 

 listen with increasing discrimination to a wide range of 
music from great composers and musicians. 

 develop a deepening understanding of the music … to 
which they listen, and its history. 

What should I already know? Year 5 
Discuss the features of what makes the music 
of that particular era, focusing on particular 
aspects of music such as texture and rhythm. 
Discuss how the music was used in the past 
such as to dance to, formal ballet and popular 
culture. Investigate musical instruments from 
the past. 

What will I learn next? (Year 7) 

Understand musical styles, genres and traditions, 
identifying the expressive use of musical dimensions. They 
should use … appreciate and understand a wide range of 
musical contexts and styles. Develop a deepening 
understanding of the music that they perform and to 
which they listen, and its history. 


