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Year 1 NC Area- Playing tuned and un-tuned musical instruments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Curriculum: 

 play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically  

 

Examples of some classroom instruments: 

 
What should I know by the end of this 
learning? 

 The güiro (Spanish pronunciation: [ˈɡwiɾo]) is a 
Latin American percussion instrument consisting 
of an open-ended, hollow gourd with parallel 
notches cut in one side. It is played by rubbing a 

stick or tines along the notches to produce a ratchet sound. 

Identify and name classroom 

and orchestral instruments. 

The cabasa is a percussion instrument that is 
constructed with loops of steel ball chain wrapped 
around a wide cylinder. The cylinder is fixed to a 
long, narrow wooden or plastic handle. 

The cabasa of gourd was originally of African origin. 

Make sounds in different ways eg 

hitting, blowing and shaking. 

Investigate how to play the range of 

classroom percussion instruments. 

Claves are a percussion instrument, consisting of a 
pair of short dowels about 20–30 mm thick. 
Traditionally they are made of wood. In modern times 
they are also made of fibreglass or plastics. When 

struck they produce a bright clicking noise. 

Play instruments in different ways 

and create sound effects. Handle and 

play instruments with control. 

Two tone woodblock also known as wooden agogo 

consists, usually, in a pair of small tubes made of 
wood, each one of different size, producing 

different tones. These tubes are played with a stick and have a 
ribbed surface to double as scraper. 

Experiment with pitch (high/low) by 

playing tuned instruments such as 

xylophones and chime bars. 

The agogo (or agogo bell) is an instrument of African 
origin (Ghana). The agogo is presenting as a bell in 
conical shaped or truncated cone, in chromed or 

painted steel, usually in two or even three or four, linked 
together by a steel bent and welded stem. 

Experiment with dynamics 

(loud/quiet). 

 

Animal clapper consists of pieces of wood, bone, 
metal, or other sonorous substance either held in 
both hands or, fastened together, held in one 
hand, sometimes with a handle, and struck 

against each other. 

Experiment with duration (long, 

short). Use instruments such as 

tambourines, bells etc. 

 

Castanet stick: from the clapper family, consisting of 

two hollowed-out pear-shaped pieces of hardwood, 
ivory, or other substance hinged together by a 

cord. They are played in differently pitched pairs by dancers 
primarily in Spain. 

 The vibraslap is a percussion instrument consisting of a 
piece of stiff wire connecting a wood ball to a hollow 
box of wood with metal “teeth” inside. The percussionist 

holds the metal wire in one hand and strikes the ball 
 

  

What should I already know? 

Year R EYFS 
 Explore the different sounds of 
instruments. 

What will I learn next? (Year 2) 

Create and choose sounds in response to a given 

stimulus. Identify how sounds can be changed. Perform 

a rhythm to a given pulse. Describe different groups of 

classroom and orchestral instruments 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Curriculum: 

 play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically  

 

Examples of some classroom instruments: 

 
What should I know by the end of this 
learning? 

 The güiro (Spanish pronunciation: [ˈɡwiɾo]) is a 
Latin American percussion instrument consisting 
of an open-ended, hollow gourd with parallel 
notches cut in one side. It is played by rubbing a 

stick or tines along the notches to produce a ratchet sound. 

Describe different groups of 

classroom and orchestral 

instruments (percussion, string, 

brass, wind). 

The cabasa is a percussion instrument that is 
constructed with loops of steel ball chain wrapped 
around a wide cylinder. The cylinder is fixed to a 
long, narrow wooden or plastic handle. 

The cabasa of gourd was originally of African origin. 

Identify how sounds can be 

changed (pitch, dynamics, 

duration) 

Claves are a percussion instrument, consisting of a 
pair of short dowels about 20–30 mm thick. 
Traditionally they are made of wood. In modern times 
they are also made of fibreglass or plastics. When 

struck they produce a bright clicking noise. 

Perform a rhythm to a given 

pulse. 

Two tone woodblock also known as wooden agogo 

consists, usually, in a pair of small tubes made of 
wood, each one of different size, producing 

different tones. These tubes are played with a stick and have a 
ribbed surface to double as scraper. 

Create and choose sounds in 

response to a given stimulus. 

The agogo (or agogo bell) is an instrument of African 
origin (Ghana). The agogo is presenting as a bell in 
conical shaped or truncated cone, in chromed or 

painted steel, usually in two or even three or four, linked 
together by a steel bent and welded stem. 

 Animal clapper consists of pieces of wood, bone, 
metal, or other sonorous substance either held in 
both hands or, fastened together, held in one 
hand, sometimes with a handle, and struck 

against each other. 
 Castanet stick: from the clapper family, consisting of 

two hollowed-out pear-shaped pieces of hardwood, 
ivory, or other substance hinged together by a 

cord. They are played in differently pitched pairs by dancers 
primarily in Spain. 

 The vibraslap is a percussion instrument consisting of a 
piece of stiff wire connecting a wood ball to a hollow 
box of wood with metal “teeth” inside. The percussionist 

holds the metal wire in one hand and strikes the ball 
  

St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School - Music Knowledge Organiser 

Year 2 NC Area- Playing tuned and un-tuned musical instruments 

What should I already know? 

Year 1 
 The name of classroom and orchestral 
instruments. How to hit/scrape/shake instruments. 
How to experiment with pitch, dynamics and 
duration when playing instruments. How to create 
sound effects. 

What will I learn next? (Year 3) 
 

Play instruments with awareness of pulse and control of 

rhythm. Play using pitch, dynamics and duration to 

create an effect. Recognise simple structures (phrases). 

 



St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary school - Music Knowledge Organiser 

Year 3 NC Area- Play musical instruments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Curriculum: 
play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, … playing musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression. 

Examples of some classroom instruments: 

What should I know by the end 
of this learning? 

 The güiro (Spanish pronunciation: [ˈɡwiɾo]) is a Latin 
American percussion instrument consisting of 
an open-ended, hollow gourd with parallel 
notches cut in one side. It is played by rubbing 
a stick or tines along the notches to produce a 

ratchet sound. 

Give examples of different groups 

of classroom and orchestral 

instruments (percussion, string, 

brass, wind).  

The cabasa is a percussion instrument that is constructed 
with loops of steel ball chain wrapped around a wide cylinder. 

The cylinder is fixed to a long, narrow wooden 
or plastic handle. The cabasa of gourd was 
originally of African origin. 

Play instruments with awareness 

of pulse and control of rhythm. 

Claves are a percussion instrument, consisting of a 
pair of short dowels about 20–30 mm thick. 
Traditionally they are made of wood. In modern 
times they are also made of fibreglass or plastics. 

When struck they produce a bright clicking noise. 

Play tuned and untuned 

instruments using pitch, dynamics 

and duration to create an effect. 

 Two tone woodblock also known as wooden agogo consists, 

usually, in a pair of small tubes made of wood, 
each one of different size, producing 
different tones. These tubes are played with a 

stick and have a ribbed surface to double as scraper. 

Recognise simple structures 

(phrases) such as verse and 

chorus, or a repeated melodic 

phrase in a song, which can be 

reproduced in their playing. 

The agogo (or agogo bell) is an instrument of 
African origin (Ghana). The agogo is presenting as 
a bell in conical shaped or truncated cone, in 

chromed or painted steel, usually in two or even three or four, 
linked together by a steel bent and welded stem. 

  Animal clapper consists of pieces of wood, 
bone, metal, or other sonorous substance 
either held in both hands or, fastened together, 
held in one hand, sometimes with a handle, 

and struck against each other. 
Castanet stick: from the clapper family, consisting 

of two hollowed-out pear-shaped pieces of 
hardwood, ivory, or other substance hinged 
together by a cord. They are played in differently 

pitched pairs by dancers primarily in Spain. 
The vibraslap is a percussion instrument consisting 
of a piece of stiff wire connecting a wood ball to a 
hollow box of wood with metal “teeth” inside. The 

percussionist holds the metal wire in one hand and strikes the 
ball 

  

What should I already know? 

Year 2 
Describe groups of instruments. Identify how 

sounds can be changed (pitch, dynamics, 

duration). Perform a rhythm to a given pulse 

and choose sounds in response to a stimulus. 

 

What will I learn next? (Year 4) 

Play instruments expressively with awareness and 

control of the expressive elements eg timbre, tempo, 

dynamics. Play repeated patterns (ostinato) used in a 

variety of music. 



St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School - Music Knowledge Organiser 

Year 4 NC Area- Play musical instruments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Curriculum: 
play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, … playing musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression. 

Examples of some classroom instruments: 

 
 
What should I know by the end of this 
learning? 

 The güiro (Spanish pronunciation: [ˈɡwiɾo]) is a Latin 
American percussion instrument consisting of 
an open-ended, hollow gourd with parallel 
notches cut in one side. It is played by rubbing 
a stick or tines along the notches to produce a 

ratchet sound. 

Play instruments expressively 

with awareness and control of the 

expressive elements eg timbre, 

tempo, dynamics.  

 

The cabasa is a percussion instrument that is constructed 
with loops of steel ball chain wrapped around a wide cylinder. 

The cylinder is fixed to a long, narrow wooden 
or plastic handle. The cabasa of gourd was 
originally of African origin. 

Play repeated patterns (ostinato) 

used in a variety of music. 

Claves are a percussion instrument, consisting of a 
pair of short dowels about 20–30 mm thick. 
Traditionally they are made of wood. In modern 
times they are also made of fibreglass or plastics. 

When struck they produce a bright clicking noise. 

Play with others or as a solo.  Two tone woodblock also known as wooden agogo consists, 

usually, in a pair of small tubes made of wood, 
each one of different size, producing 
different tones. These tubes are played with a 

stick and have a ribbed surface to double as scraper. 
 The agogo (or agogo bell) is an instrument of 

African origin (Ghana). The agogo is presenting as 
a bell in conical shaped or truncated cone, in 

chromed or painted steel, usually in two or even three or four, 
linked together by a steel bent and welded stem. 

  Animal clapper consists of pieces of wood, 
bone, metal, or other sonorous substance 
either held in both hands or, fastened together, 
held in one hand, sometimes with a handle, 

and struck against each other. 
 Castanet stick: from the clapper family, consisting 

of two hollowed-out pear-shaped pieces of 
hardwood, ivory, or other substance hinged 
together by a cord. They are played in differently 

pitched pairs by dancers primarily in Spain. 
 The vibraslap is a percussion instrument consisting 

of a piece of stiff wire connecting a wood ball to a 
hollow box of wood with metal “teeth” inside. The 

percussionist holds the metal wire in one hand and strikes the 
ball 

 
  

What should I already know? 

Year 3 
Give examples of musical instruments. Play 
instruments with awareness of pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
dynamics and duration. Recognise musical structures. 

What will I learn next? (Year 5) 

Play instruments with expression. 
Rehearse with others. 
Perform with increasing accuracy, fluency, 

control and expression. 
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Year 5 NC Area- Play musical instruments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Curriculum: 
play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, … playing musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression. 

Examples of some classroom instruments: 

 
 
What should I know by the end of this 
learning? 

 The güiro (Spanish pronunciation: [ˈɡwiɾo]) is a Latin 
American percussion instrument consisting of 
an open-ended, hollow gourd with parallel 
notches cut in one side. It is played by rubbing 
a stick or tines along the notches to produce a 

ratchet sound. 

Play instruments expressively 

with awareness and control of the 

expressive elements eg timbre, 

tempo, dynamics.  

 

The cabasa is a percussion instrument that is constructed 
with loops of steel ball chain wrapped around a wide cylinder. 

The cylinder is fixed to a long, narrow wooden 
or plastic handle. The cabasa of gourd was 
originally of African origin. 

Play repeated patterns (ostinato) 

to accompany a second part. 

Claves are a percussion instrument, consisting of a 
pair of short dowels about 20–30 mm thick. 
Traditionally they are made of wood. In modern 
times they are also made of fibreglass or plastics. 

When struck they produce a bright clicking noise. 

Play with others or as a solo.  Two tone woodblock also known as wooden agogo consists, 

usually, in a pair of small tubes made of wood, 
each one of different size, producing 
different tones. These tubes are played with a 

stick and have a ribbed surface to double as scraper. 

Rehearse with others. The agogo (or agogo bell) is an instrument of 
African origin (Ghana). The agogo is presenting as 
a bell in conical shaped or truncated cone, in 

chromed or painted steel, usually in two or even three or four, 
linked together by a steel bent and welded stem. 

  Animal clapper consists of pieces of wood, 
bone, metal, or other sonorous substance 
either held in both hands or, fastened together, 
held in one hand, sometimes with a handle, 

and struck against each other. 
 Castanet stick: from the clapper family, consisting 

of two hollowed-out pear-shaped pieces of 
hardwood, ivory, or other substance hinged 
together by a cord. They are played in differently 

pitched pairs by dancers primarily in Spain. 
 The vibraslap is a percussion instrument consisting 

of a piece of stiff wire connecting a wood ball to a 
hollow box of wood with metal “teeth” inside. The 

percussionist holds the metal wire in one hand and strikes the 
ball 

  

What should I already know? 

Year 4 Play instruments expressively with awareness 

and control of the expressive elements eg timbre, 

tempo, dynamics. Play repeated patterns (ostinato) 

used in a variety of music. Play with others or as a solo. 

 

What will I learn next? (Year 6) 

Internalise short melodies and play them on 
pitched percussion. 
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Year 6 NC Area- Play musical instruments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Curriculum: 
play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, … playing musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression. 

Examples of some classroom instruments: 

 
 
What should I know by the end of this 
learning? 

 The güiro (Spanish pronunciation: [ˈɡwiɾo]) is a Latin 
American percussion instrument consisting of 
an open-ended, hollow gourd with parallel 
notches cut in one side. It is played by rubbing 
a stick or tines along the notches to produce a 

ratchet sound. 

Play instruments expressively 

with awareness and control of the 

expressive elements eg timbre, 

tempo, dynamics.  

 

The cabasa is a percussion instrument that is constructed 
with loops of steel ball chain wrapped around a wide cylinder. 

The cylinder is fixed to a long, narrow wooden 
or plastic handle. The cabasa of gourd was 
originally of African origin. 

Internalise short melodies and 
play them on pitched 
percussion. 

 

Claves are a percussion instrument, consisting of a 
pair of short dowels about 20–30 mm thick. 
Traditionally they are made of wood. In modern 
times they are also made of fibreglass or plastics. 

When struck they produce a bright clicking noise. 

Play with others or as a solo.  Two tone woodblock also known as wooden agogo consists, 

usually, in a pair of small tubes made of wood, 
each one of different size, producing 
different tones. These tubes are played with a 

stick and have a ribbed surface to double as scraper. 
 The agogo (or agogo bell) is an instrument of 

African origin (Ghana). The agogo is presenting as 
a bell in conical shaped or truncated cone, in 

chromed or painted steel, usually in two or even three or four, 
linked together by a steel bent and welded stem. 

  Animal clapper consists of pieces of wood, 
bone, metal, or other sonorous substance 
either held in both hands or, fastened together, 
held in one hand, sometimes with a handle, 

and struck against each other. 
 Castanet stick: from the clapper family, consisting 

of two hollowed-out pear-shaped pieces of 
hardwood, ivory, or other substance hinged 
together by a cord. They are played in differently 

pitched pairs by dancers primarily in Spain. 
 The vibraslap is a percussion instrument consisting 

of a piece of stiff wire connecting a wood ball to a 
hollow box of wood with metal “teeth” inside. The 

percussionist holds the metal wire in one hand and strikes the 
ball 

 

What should I already know? 

Year 5 
Sing and play instruments with expression and 
rehearse with others. 

What will I learn next? (Year 7) 

play and perform confidently in a range of 
solo and ensemble contexts … playing 
instruments musically, fluently and with 
accuracy and expression. 


