
 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Curriculum: 
use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

Vocabulary 

What should I know by the end of this 

topic? 

Rhythm is the pattern of long and short 
sounds as you move through the song. 

Find your singing voice and use your 
voice confidently by singing a learned 
song. 

Pulse is a steady beat like a ticking clock 
or your heartbeat. It can be measured in 
time by counting the number of beats per 
minute (BPM). 

Sing a melody accurately at the 
children’s own pitch. 
 

Melody is the tune. It's the part of the 
music that you often find yourself singing 
along with. 

Sing with an awareness of pulse and 
control of rhythm. 

Pitch is how high or low a note 
sounds. A melody is made up of high 
and low pitched notes played one after 
the other.  

Sing songs expressively by using 
dynamics. 

Dynamics can make the listener feel 
different emotions. Musicians will change 
whether they play a part quietly or loudly 
depending on how they want the listener 
to feel. 

On a musical score you might see Italian 
or German words used to describe 
dynamics: 

 Pianissimo means 'very quiet'. 
 Forte means 'loud'. 
 Crescendo means 'getting gradually 

louder'. 

 

 

 

 

  

St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School – Music Knowledge Organiser 

Year 1 NC Area: Singing 

What should I already know? 

EYFS 

Children sing songs, make music and 

dance, and experiment with ways of 

changing them. Join in singing favourite 

songs. Sings a few familiar songs. 

What will I learn next? (Year 2) 

When singing, recognise phrase lengths and know 

when to breathe. Sing with control of pitch. Follow 

pitch movements with their hands and use high, low 

and middle voices. Sing with an awareness of other 

performers. 

Resources: 

This website defines musical terms with clips to support. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Curriculum: 
use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

Known Vocabulary (in Y1) 

What should I know by the end of this 

topic? 

Rhythm is the pattern of long and short 
sounds as you move through the song. 

When singing, recognise phrase 
lengths and know when to breathe.  
 

Pulse is a steady beat like a ticking clock 
or your heartbeat. It can be measured in 
time by counting the number of beats per 
minute (BPM). 

Sing with control of pitch. Follow pitch 
movements with their hands and use 
high, low and middle voices. 

Melody is the tune. It's the part of the 
music that you often find yourself singing 
along with. 

Sing with an awareness of other 
performers. 

Pitch is how high or low a note 
sounds. A melody is made up of high 
and low pitched notes played one after 
the other.  

 Dynamics can make the listener feel 
different emotions. Musicians will change 
whether they play a part quietly or loudly 
depending on how they want the listener 
to feel. 

On a musical score you might see Italian 
or German words used to describe 
dynamics: 

 Pianissimo means 'very quiet'. 
 Forte means 'loud'. 
 Crescendo means 'getting gradually 

louder'. 

 

 

 

 

St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School – Music Knowledge Organiser 

Year 2 NC Area: Singing 

What should I already know? Year 1 

Find their singing voice and use their voices 

confidently. Sing a melody accurately at their 

own pitch. Sing with a sense of awareness of 

pulse and control of rhythm.  Sing songs 

expressively. 

 

What will I learn next? (Year 3) 

Sing with confidence using a wider vocal range. 

Sing in tune. 

Sing with awareness of pulse and control of rhythm. 

Recognise simple structures (phrases). 

 

Resources: 

This website defines musical terms with clips to support. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Curriculum: 
Perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their 
voices … with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 
and expression. 

Known Vocabulary 

What should I know by the end of this 

topic? 

Rhythm is the pattern of long and short 
sounds as you move through the song. 

Sing with confidence using a wider 
vocal range. 
 

Pulse is a steady beat like a ticking clock 
or your heartbeat. It can be measured in 
time by counting the number of beats per 
minute (BPM). 

Sing in tune (accuracy of pitch). 
 

Melody is the tune. It's the part of the 
music that you often find yourself singing 
along with. 

Sing with awareness of pulse and 
control of rhythm. 
 

Pitch is how high or low a note 
sounds. A melody is made up of high 
and low pitched notes played one after 
the other.  

Recognise simple structures 
(phrases) when singing. Breathe 
between phrases. 

Dynamics can make the listener feel 
different emotions. Musicians will change 
whether they play a part quietly or loudly 
depending on how they want the listener 
to feel. 

On a musical score you might see Italian 
or German words used to describe 
dynamics: 

 Pianissimo means 'very quiet'. 
 Forte means 'loud'. 
 Crescendo means 'getting gradually 

louder'. 

 

 

 

  

St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School – Music Knowledge Organiser 

Year 3 NC Area: Singing 

What should I already know? Year 2 

When singing, recognise phrase lengths and 

know when to breathe. Sing with control of 

pitch. Follow pitch movements with their hands 

and use high, low and middle voices. Sing with 

an awareness of other performers. 

 

What will I learn next? (Year 4) 

Sing expressively with awareness and control of the 

expressive elements eg timbre, tempo, dynamics. Sing 

songs and create different vocal effects. Understand 

how mouth shapes can affect voice sounds. Internalise 

sounds by singing parts of songs in their heads. Sing 

repeated patterns (ostinato) used in a variety of music. 

Resources: 

This website defines musical terms with clips to support. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Curriculum: 
Perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their 
voices … with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 
and expression. 

Known Vocabulary 

What should I know by the end of this 

topic? 

Rhythm is the pattern of long and short 
sounds as you move through the song. 

Sing expressively with awareness and 
control of the expressive elements 
e.g. timbre, tempo (speed) and 
dynamics. 

Pulse is a steady beat like a ticking clock 
or your heartbeat. It can be measured in 
time by counting the number of beats per 
minute (BPM). 

Sing songs and create different vocal 
effects. 
 

Melody is the tune. It's the part of the 
music that you often find yourself singing 
along with. 

Understand how mouth shapes can 
affect voice sounds. 
 

Pitch is how high or low a note 
sounds. A melody is made up of high 
and low pitched notes played one after 
the other.  

Internalise sounds by singing parts of 
songs in their heads. 
 

Dynamics can make the listener feel 
different emotions. Musicians will change 
whether they play a part quietly or loudly 
depending on how they want the listener 
to feel.On a musical score you might see 
Italian or German words used to describe 
dynamics: 

Pianissimo means 'very quiet'. 
 Forte means 'loud'. 
 Crescendo means 'getting gradually 

louder'. 

Sing repeated patterns (ostinato) 
used in a variety of music. 
 

New vocab: Timbre (tone quality, colour) is 
what differentiates two sounds on the same 
note. For example, the C note played in a 
guitar has a really different sound of a C when 
played in keyboard or flute. This is what 
defines the sound timbre. 

 

  

St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School – Music Knowledge Organiser 

Year 4 NC Area: Singing 

What should I already know? Year 3 

Sing with confidence using a wider vocal range. Sing 

in tune (accuracy of pitch). Sing with awareness of 

pulse and control of rhythm. Recognise simple 

structures (phrases) when singing. Breathe between 

phrases. 

What will I learn next? (Year 5) 

Sing songs with increasing control of breathing, 

posture and sound projection. Sing songs in tune 

and with an awareness of other parts. Sing a round 

in two parts. Sing and play instruments with 

expression and rehearse with others.  

 

Resources: 

This website defines musical terms with clips to support. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Curriculum: 
Perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their 
voices … with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 
and expression. 

Known Vocabulary 

What should I know by the end of this 

topic? 

Rhythm is the pattern of long and short 
sounds as you move through the song. 

Sing songs with increasing control of 
breathing, posture and sound 
projection. 
 

Pulse is a steady beat like a ticking clock 
or your heartbeat. It can be measured in 
time by counting the number of beats per 
minute (BPM). 

Sing songs in tune and with an 
awareness of other parts. 
 

Melody is the tune. It's the part of the 
music that you often find yourself singing 
along with. 

Sing a round in two parts. 
 

Pitch is how high or low a note 
sounds. A melody is made up of high 
and low pitched notes played one after 
the other.  

Sing with expression and rehearse 
with others. 

Dynamics can make the listener feel 
different emotions. Musicians will change 
whether they play a part quietly or loudly 
depending on how they want the listener 
to feel. On a musical score you might see 
Italian or German words used to describe 
dynamics: 

 Pianissimo means 'very quiet'. 
 Forte means 'loud'. 
 Crescendo means 'getting gradually 

louder'. 

 Timbre (tone quality, colour) is what 
differentiates two sounds on the same note. 
For example, the C note played in a guitar has 
a really different sound of a C when played in 
keyboard or flute. This is what defines the 
sound timbre. 

 

 

St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School – Music Knowledge Organiser 

Year 5 NC Area: Singing 
St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School – Music Knowledge Organiser 

What should I already know? Year 4 

Sing expressively with awareness and control of 

the expressive elements eg timbre, tempo, 

dynamics. Sing songs and create different vocal 

effects. Understand how mouth shapes can affect 

voice sounds. Internalise sounds by singing parts 

of songs in their heads. Sing repeated patterns 

(ostinato) used in a variety of music 

 

What will I learn next? (Year 6) 

Sing confidently as a class, in small groups and 

alone. Begin to have an awareness of improvisation 

with the voice. Sing a round in at least two parts and 

identify the melodic phrases and how they fit 

together. Internalise short melodies, and be able to 

sing them. 

Resources: 

This website defines musical terms with clips to support. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Curriculum: 
Perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their 
voices … with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 
and expression. 

Known Vocabulary 

What should I know by the end of this 

topic? 

Rhythm is the pattern of long and short 
sounds as you move through the song. 

Sing confidently as a class, in small 
groups and alone. 
 

Pulse is a steady beat like a ticking clock 
or your heartbeat. It can be measured in 
time by counting the number of beats per 
minute (BPM). 

Begin to have an awareness of 
improvisation with the voice. 
 

Melody is the tune. It's the part of the 
music that you often find yourself singing 
along with. 

Sing a round in at least two parts and 
identify the melodic phrases and how 
they fit together. 
 

Pitch is how high or low a note 
sounds. A melody is made up of high 
and low pitched notes played one after 
the other.  

Internalise short melodies and be able 
to sing them. 

Dynamics can make the listener feel 
different emotions. Musicians will change 
whether they play a part quietly or loudly 
depending on how they want the listener 
to feel. 
On a musical score you might see Italian 
or German words used to describe 
dynamics: 

 Pianissimo means 'very quiet'. 
 Forte means 'loud'. 
 Crescendo means 'getting gradually 

louder'. 

 Timbre (tone quality, colour) is what 
differentiates two sounds on the same note. 
For example, the C note played in a guitar has 
a really different sound of a C when played in 
keyboard or flute. This is what defines the 
sound timbre. 

 

St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School – Music Knowledge Organiser 

Year 6 NC Area: Singing 

What should I already know? Year 5 

Sing songs with increasing control of breathing, 

posture and sound projection. Sing songs in tune 

and with an awareness of other parts. Sing a 

round in two parts. Sing with expression and 

rehearse with others. 

What will I learn next? (Year 7) 

Play and perform confidently in a range of solo and 

ensemble contexts using their voice musically, 

fluently and with accuracy and expression. 

Resources: 

This website defines musical terms with clips to support. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6

