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About the Governing board 

Interested in being a Governor? 
 

Why be a Governor? 
 

Being a governor is a great opportunity to learn more about how the school works, how education is 
delivered to all the children and how that is affected by wider national frameworks for learning. It is also 
an opportunity for you to contribute as part of a team towards making the School as effective as possible 
both as a learning environment and as a safe and happy place for the children to be.  
 

All schools rely on volunteers to provide governance and oversight and we need motivated individuals to 
help improve the School. You will learn skills and gain confidence in a new environment that might be 
quite different to your normal working one. Overcoming new challenges and learning to work with new 
colleagues form a variety of educational and non-educational backgrounds can be fun, stimulating and for 
parents will ultimately help you to guide your own children on their journey through education.  
 
 

How to Apply 
 

Governor roles are advertised when current terms come to and end and/or incumbent governors decide 
to stand down. However, if you are interested in becoming a governor in the future we would strongly 
encourage you to do further research and to contact either the Chair of Governors or other board 
members to find out more about the role. 
 

Depending on the type of Governor role you are interested in, there are slightly different procedures for 
applying; 
 
Foundation Governor 
For both PCC or Diocese appointed roles, the first step is to contact the Rector to express your interest and 
have a preliminary chat. If successful you will need to complete an application form that will be submitted 
to either the Diocese or PCC (Parochial Church Council) for approval. 
You can contact the Rector here: revbessant@stbartholomews.surrey.sch.uk 
 
LA Governor 
In some local authorities applicants apply to the LA itself who then nominate candidates to the board for 
consideration. In Surrey, it is for the governing board to identify a candidate and nominate them for LA 
approval. To apply for the role you will need to complete an application form and take part in an informal 
interview with a couple of existing governors. Please contact the Chair of Governors for more information: 
chair@stbartholomews.surrey.sch.uk  
 
Parent Governor 
Parent governors are elected following an election in which all parents can vote. The school will invite 
nominations ahead of an election and each candidate is also able to submit a statement in support of their 
nomination of no longer that 250 words. If there are more nominations than vacancies then a ballot will 
be held. 
 
 

Further information: 
 

Governance Handbook 
Governor Competency Framework 
Maintained School Governance: Structures and Role Descriptors 
National Governance Association (NGA) 
Diocese of Guildford – Appointment of Governors  
 

mailto:revbessant@stbartholomews.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:chair@stbartholomews.surrey.sch.uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/925104/Governance_Handbook_FINAL.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/583733/Competency_framework_for_governance_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/937573/Maintained_governance_role_descriptors.pdf
http://www.nga.org.uk/
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/education/leadership-and-governance/appointment-of-governors

