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What should I already know? (Year 1) 
 Can distinguish between an object and the materials from which 

it is made 

 Can name and compare the properties of a variety of everyday 

materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water and rock 

 Can describe the simple physical properties of everyday 

materials 

What should I know by the end of this topic? 

Why do 

we use 

different 

materials? 

 Materials are used for different purposes 

based on their properties. 

 For example, wood is used to make 

furniture and floors because it is strong, 

smooth and can be easily cut to the right 

shape.  

 Metal can be used to make coins, cars and 

cutlery because metal is strong and 

waterproof. 

 Glass is used to make windows because it 

is transparent. 

 Children’s toys are often made from 

plastic because it is lightweight and can 

be made into different shapes. 

How can 

the shape 

of 

materials 

be 

changed? 

The shape of some materials can be changed 

when they are bent, twisted, squeezed and 

stretched.  

 

What will I learn next? 

 Some materials are magnetic. (Year 3) 

 Compare different types of rocks. (Year 3) 

 Can compare materials according to whether they are solids, 

liquids and gases. (Year 4) 

 Knows that some materials change state at certain 

temperatures. (Year 4). 

Vocabulary  

absorbent Materials that soak up 

liquid easily. 

bendy An object that bends 

easily. 

brick Rectangular blocks made 

from clay used to build 

walls. 

dull Not shiny. 

elastic Very stretchy. 

fabric Material woven from 

cotton, wool or other 

threads. 

foil Sheets of metal as thin 

as paper. 

glass A hard, transparent 

material. 

man-made An object made by a 

person. 

metal A hard substance such 

as steel, iron or gold. 

natural Somethings that exists 

in nature, not made by 

people. 

opaque A material which you 

cannot see light 

through. 

plastic A material which is 

light-weight and doesn’t 

break easily. 

reflect Light bounces off. 

rock The substance which 

the Earth is made of. 

rough Uneven and not smooth. 

shiny Things are bright and 

reflect light. 

smooth  No roughness or bumps. 

soft Not rough or hard. 

stiff Does not bend easily.  

stretchy Slightly elastic. 

substance A material. 

transparent If an object is 

transparent, you can 

see light through it. 

waterproof Does not absorb water. 

wood  The material made from 

tree trunks.  

 


