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What should I already know? (Year 1 & Year 2) 
 Can name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including 

deciduous and evergreen trees 

 Knows the basic structure of a variety of common flowering 

plants, including trees and their names. 

 Describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants 
 Describe how plants need water, light and a suitable temperature 

to grow and stay healthy. 

What should I know by the end of this topic? 
The functions 

of different 

parts of 

plants. 

 

 The petals of a flower are usually bright. 

This is to attract bees and other 

pollinating insects to it.  

 The seeds then grow to make new plants. 

This is called germination.  

 Leaves use carbon dioxide and sunlight to 

make food for the plant.  

 The stem carries water and nutrients 

from the roots to the rest of the plant. 

The leaves use the water to make food 

for the plant.  

 The stem also helps to keep the plant 

upright so that the sunlight can reach it 

easier. 

 The roots help to ‘anchor’ the plant in the 

soil. They also absorb water and nutrients 

for the plant.  

What do 

different 

plants need 

to grow? 

 All plants need: air, 

water, sunlight, nutrients 

from the soil, room to 

grow and a suitable 

temperature. 

 The amount that different plants need 

depends on the type of plant. For 

example, cacti need less water than other 

plants.  

How is water 

transported 

within plants? 

 Water is absorbed by the roots from the 

soil. 

 It is then transported to the rest of the 

plant through the stem.  

How do 

flowers help 

in the 

lifecycle of 

different 

plants? 

 

 The flower’s job is to create 

seeds so that new plants can 

grow.  

 Pollination occurs when 

pollen from the anther is 

transferred to the stigma 

by bees and other insects.  

 The pollen then travels down 

to the ovule. When this 

happens, seeds are formed. 

This is called fertilisation. 

 Seeds are then dispered so 

that germination can occur. 

Vocabulary 

absorb To soak up. 

anther The part of a plant that 

produces and releases the 

pollen.  

carbon 

dioxide 

A gas produced by people 

and animals breathing out. 

common Something found often.  

dispersed Scattered over a large 

area. 

fertilisation In plants; where the 

pollen meets the ovule to 

form a seed.  

flower The bright part of the 

plant on top of the stem. 

function A useful job. 

germination When a seed starts to 

grow. 

nutrients The food needed by 

plants and animals. 

ovule A small egg. 

petal The brightly coloured, 

thin part of a flower. 

pollen A powdery substance 

produced by plants. 

pollenation To fertilise with pollen. 

roots Part of the plant in the 

soil. 

seed The small part from which 

a new plant grows.  

stem Part of the plant which 

hold it upright and 

transports water.  

stigma The centre part of a plant 

which takes in pollen.  

structure The shape of something. 

transported Moved around.  

What will I learn next? 

Describe the life process of reproduction in 

some plants & animals. (Year 5) 

Describe differences in life cycles. (Year 5) 

 

 


