
St. Bartholomew’s Primary School - English Knowledge Organiser  
Writing – Year 4 

 

What should I already know?   
 How to spell many year 3 and 4 words and homophones. 

 Use the possessive apostrophe for plurals. 

 Plan, compose, rehearse, edit and improve. 

 Use a variety of sentence structures and vocabulary. 

 Use paragraphs. 

 Express time and cause. 

 Use present perfect form. 

 Use fronted adverbials. 

 Use inverted commas. 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What should I know by the end of the year? 

Transcription:  
 Spell most words with contracted forms. 

 Spell words with a range of suffixes. 

 Spell words correctly from the word list. 

 Use prefixes – sub, -super, -anti, -auto. 

Composition: 
 Use precise, ambitious, lively vocabulary. 

 Use some variety in length, subject and structure of 
sentences. 

 Understand the differences between fiction and non-
fiction. 

 Sustain writing through longer pieces. 

 Develop character and setting by including detail 
speech, description, feelings or motive. 

Grammar: 
 Use a range of adjectives and adverbs across fiction and 

non-fiction. 

 Tense choice is appropriate to task. 

 Commas after fronted adverbials and subordination. 

 Possessive apostrophe for plurals. 

Punctuation: 

 Use inverted commas and speech punctuation. 
 Capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation 

marks to demarcate sentences. 

 Commas.  
 Apostrophes. 

Vocabulary  

adverb 
Describes a verb – often has the 
suffix –ly. 

adverbial 

A word or phrase used, like an 
adverb, to modify a verb (action 
word) or clause,  
The bus leaves in five minutes.  

apostrophe 

1. To mark where letters are 
missing in spelling 
(contractions). 
2. To mark singular possession 
and regular and irregular plurals 

conjunction 
A conjunction links two phrases 
together (and, but, when, 
because). 

determiner 
the, a, an, this, those, my, your, 
some, every 

direct 
speech 

The exact words that are 
spoken 

inverted 
commas 

“…” inverted commas or speech 
marks are used to mark the 
spoken words. 

preposition 

Often describe locations or 
direction – can describe 
relations of time: 
Tom waved goodbye to Christie 
She’ll be back from Spain in two weeks. 
I haven’t seen my dog since this morning. 

possessive 
pronoun 

When a pronoun is used to 
indicate that something belongs 
to someone i.e. His story. 

pronoun 
used like nouns and can replace 
them to avoid repetition  
She waved to him 

subordinate 
clause 

Adds more information to a 
sentence.  Does not make sense 
on its own. 

 

Word List – Years 3 and 4 
accident(ally), actual(ly), address, answer, appear, 
arrive, believe, bicycle, breath, breathe, build, busy, 
business, calendar, caught, centre, century, certain, 
circle, complete, consider, continue, decide, describe, 
different, difficult, disappear, early, earth, eight, eighth, 
enough, exercise, experience, experiment, extreme, 
famous, favourite, February, forwards(s), fruit, 
grammar, group, guard, guided, heard, heart, height, 
history, imagine, increase, important, island, 
knowledge, learn, length, library, material, medicine, 
mention, minute, natural naughty, notice, 
occasion(ally), often, opposite, ordinary, particular, 
peculiar, perhaps, popular, position, possess(ion), 
possible, potatoes, pressure, probably, promise, 
purpose, quarter, question, recent, regular, reign, 
remember, sentence, separate, special, straight, 
strange, strength, suppose, surprise, therefore, 
though/although, thought, through, various, weight, 
woman, women. 
 

 


