
St. Bartholomew’s Primary School - English Knowledge Organiser  
Writing – Year 5 

 

What should I already know?   
 How to spell all year 3 & 4 words, words with contracted 

forms, prefixes and suffixes. 

 Interesting vocabulary including adjectives and adverbs. 

 Tense choice is used appropriately throughout longer 
pieces of writing. 

 Detail, speech, description, feelings and motive are 
included in writing. 

 To use commas after fronted adverbials and 
subordination. 

 Inverted commas, commas, apostrophes and sentence 
punctuation. 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What should I know by the end of the year? 

Transcription: 
 Use the correct homophones. 

 Spell some words correctly from the Year 5 & 6 list. 

 Use legible and fluent handwriting. 

Composition: 
 Use a consistent tense throughout a piece of writing 

including use of correct verbs. 

 Use cohesive devices: paragraphs, time adverbials, 
headings, bullet points, sub-headings etc. 

 Use dialogue to build a picture of character. 

 Describe settings and characters. 

 Use different sentence structures. 

 Edit and redraft work to improve spelling, punctuation, 
vocabulary and grammar. 

Grammar: 
 Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 

 Indicate possibility with modal verbs and adverbs. 

 Use relative clauses and adverbial phrases. 

Punctuation: 
 Use capital letters, full stops, exclamation marks, 

questions marks. 

 Use commas for lists. 

 Apostrophes for contraction. 

 Dashes, brackets or commas for parenthesis. 

 Colons to begin a list. 

Vocabulary  

ambiguity 

Where a sentence could be open to 
more than one meaning: 
'I saw someone across the street with 
binoculars'  
'John ran a bath for his son wearing a black t-
shirt.' 

bracket 

(   )  Punctuation that can be used to 
include parenthesis.  
"My friend Chloe (who is three months older 
than me) is coming to my house tonight." 

cohesion 

The term 'cohesive devices' refers to 
the conjunctions, connectives and 
pronouns used to link the parts of a 
piece of writing. Using the same verb 
tense throughout a text also offers 
'cohesion'. 

dash 

- ….. - Punctuation that can be used to 
include parenthesis. 
My friend Chloe - who is three months older 
than me - is coming to my house tonight." 

modal verb 

Modal verbs indicate possibility, 
obligation or ability.  The most 
common modal verbs are: will, would, 
should, could, may, can, shall, ought 
to, must, might. 

parenthesis 

A word, phrase or sentence that is put 
in writing as extra information or an 
afterthought. The writer might want to 
insert parentheses by using commas, 
dashes or brackets. 

relative 
clause 

A relative clause can be used to give 
additional information about a noun. 
They are introduced by a relative 
pronoun. 

relative 
pronoun 

Introduces a relative clause 'that', 
'which', 'who', 'whose', 'where' and 
'when'. 

 

Word List – Years 5 and 6 
accommodate, accompany, according, achieve, 
aggressive, amateur, ancient, apparent, appreciate, 
attached, available, average, awkward, bargain, bruise, 
category, cemetery, committee, communicate, 
community, competition, conscience, conscious, 
controversy, convenience, correspond, criticise, curiosity, 
definite, desperate, determined, develop, dictionary, 
disastrous, embarrass, environment, equip, equipped, 
equipment, especially, exaggerate, excellent, existence, 
explanation, familiar, foreign, forty, frequently, 
government, guarantee, harass, hindrance, identity, 
immediate, immediately, individual, interfere, interrupt, 
language, leisure, lightning, marvellous, mischievous, 
muscle, necessary, neighbour, nuisance, occupy, occur, 
opportunity, parliament, persuade, physical, prejudice, 
privilege, profession, programme, pronunciation, queue, 
recognise, recommend, relevant, restaurant, rhyme, 
rhythm, sacrifice, secretary, shoulder, signature, 
sincere(ly), soldier, stomach, sufficient, suggest, symbol, 
system, temperature, thorough, twelfth, variety, 
vegetable, vehicle, yacht. 

 
 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-conjunction
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-connectives
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-pronoun
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