
St. Bartholomew’s Primary School - English Knowledge Organiser  
Writing – Year 6 

 

What should I already know?   
 How to use the correct homophones 

 Use legible and fluent handwriting 

 Use a consistent tense and other cohesive devices 

 Describe settings and characters; include dialogue 

 Use different sentence structures, relative clauses, 
adverbial phrases, model verbs and adverbs. 

 Edit and redraft work 

 Use a wide variety of punctuation accurately. 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What should I know by the end of the year? 

Transcription: 
 Spell words from the year 5 and 6 word list. 

 Write with speed with legible, fluent handwriting. 

Composition: 
 Create atmosphere and integrate dialogue to convey 

character and advance the action. 

 Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 
reflect the level of formality required. 

 Use a range of cohesive devices. 

 Use a wide range of clause structures. 

Grammar: 
 Use adverbs, prepositional phrases and expanded noun 

phrases. 

 To use passive and modal verbs appropriately. 

Punctuation: 

 Use commas for clarity. 
 Use punctuation for parentheses. 
 Use a semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary 

between independent clauses correctly. 
 Use a colon to introduce a list and use of semi-colons 

within lists. 
 Use bullet points to list information. 
 Use hyphens to avoid ambiguity. 

Vocabulary  

subject 
The person or thing that does the 
action of the verb: 
The bird pecked the apple 

object 

Who or what is acted upon by the 
verb.  The object is a noun, which is 
normally just after the verb.  
The bird pecked the apple 

active 
In a sentence with an active verb, the 
subject is doing the action 
The little girl caught the ball. 

passive 
In a sentence with a passive verb, the 
subject is being acted on.  
The ball was caught 

synonym 
Words that mean the same – or nearly 
the same – as each other. 
big and huge; horrible and nasty 

antonym 

Words that mean the opposite of each 
other 
wet and dry, full and empty, open and 
closed. 

ellipsis 
… Used to show that a word has been 
missed out or a sentence is not 
finished. 

hyphen 
Used to join two or more words OR 
used to avoid confusion over meaning. 

colon 
: Can be used to introduce examples or 
explanations 

semi-colon 
; Can be used in lists or to show a 
break in a sentence 

bullet points 
 Used to organise a list in 

order to make it clear. 

 

Word List – Years 5 and 6 
accommodate, accompany, according, achieve, 
aggressive, amateur, ancient, apparent, appreciate, 
attached, available, average, awkward, bargain, bruise, 
category, cemetery, committee, communicate, 
community, competition, conscience, conscious, 
controversy, convenience, correspond, criticise, curiosity, 
definite, desperate, determined, develop, dictionary, 
disastrous, embarrass, environment, equip, equipped, 
equipment, especially, exaggerate, excellent, existence, 
explanation, familiar, foreign, forty, frequently, 
government, guarantee, harass, hindrance, identity, 
immediate, immediately, individual, interfere, interrupt, 
language, leisure, lightning, marvellous, mischievous, 
muscle, necessary, neighbour, nuisance, occupy, occur, 
opportunity, parliament, persuade, physical, prejudice, 
privilege, profession, programme, pronunciation, queue, 
recognise, recommend, relevant, restaurant, rhyme, 
rhythm, sacrifice, secretary, shoulder, signature, 
sincere(ly), soldier, stomach, sufficient, suggest, symbol, 
system, temperature, thorough, twelfth, variety, 
vegetable, vehicle, yacht. 

 
 


